IV
The Kannada people speak a language of their own
w&ich is named by the English writers as Kanarese. This
language has a beautiful literature, examples of which are
available during the last one and a half millennia. The
language has been throughout this period seriously mixed
with Sanskrit so that the major portion of the words used
by its greatest writers are Sanskritic. It is unfortunate
that today four large political areas, viz., Mysore with
nine districts, Bombay with four, Madras with three, and
Hyderabad with three, Coorg and a large number of the
Southern Maratha States of Bombay, viz., Jath, Mudhol,
Jamkhandi, Ichalkaranji and a good part of Aundh, Miraj,
Sangli and Kolhapur belong to Karnataka. Together they
would form one great province of about twenty four
districts and a population of one and a half crores, but
separated as it stands and distributed over more than five
provinces, very few people in India know the name of
Karnata.
This Kanarese country not only built great empires
in the past but was the main centre of culture in the,
Dakhan and this culture is unique. While North-West
India was greatly altered by Islam and its iconoclastic zeal
and even the Hindu populations of North-India were
ruled for centuries by Muslim rulers, it was the Dakhan
that raised its opposition and secured its own freedom
after a very short struggle. Thus Hindu culture has
continued to exist in South Karnataka and its neighbouring
provinces largely free from outside influences while the
northern half of Karnataka coming under the Shahi rulers
developed an Indian school of Islamic culture.